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Welcome to the Winter 2026 season. As the first snowfall blankets our town 
and the winter months settle in, we hope you enjoy the beauty and quiet 
of the season. Here are some updates and reminders to help you stay 
informed and make the most of this winter.

Our Town Board work sessions and regular meetings are once again being 
held in person at the Town Municipal Building. We invite all residents to 
join us on the second Monday of each month at 6:30 p.m. Your participation 
truly makes a difference. Attending these meetings offers you a firsthand 
look at the dedication and hard work your Town officials carry out on behalf 
of the community.

Please stay alert to changing road conditions throughout the winter 
months. Snow, ice, and reduced visibility can make travel hazardous. The 
Highway Department works hard to keep roads clear and safe, so please 
give plow trucks ample space and avoid passing them while they are 
operating. Your caution helps protect both you and our crew members.

Please keep all snowmobiles on designated, marked trails throughout the 
winter season. Staying on approved routes helps protect private property, 
preserves wildlife areas, and ensures everyone’s safety.

Your involvement in the Town is essential. The Town Board members are 
committed to serving every member of our town, but that is done best 
when we work together. Your voice matters, and your presence ensures 
that your concerns and ideas are heard.

Deerfield thrives when we come together as an engaged, supportive 
community. Let’s continue collaborating to strengthen and enrich our 
town, keeping it a place we’re all proud to call home.  Enjoy the snow!!

Warm regards,

Gregory Sacco
Town Supervisor
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A MESSAGE FROM YOUR HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT
The Highway Department 
hopes everyone had a great 
holiday season and everyone 
is in good health. With winter 
weather starting early this 

year, the Highway Department would like to remind 
everyone as winter continues, please drive with caution; 
road temperatures are varying and can cause slick spots 
on the roadways and black ice could occur. As the snow 
piles up, the Highway Department has a few reminders for 
everyone. Please keep cars off the street during overnight 
hours, this will help the Highway Department clear the 
streets more efficiently. In May 2009, our town adopted 
local law # 1-2009 which states that parked or abandoned 
vehicles on any public highways in the Town of Deerfield 
during snowstorms, floods, fires, or other public 
emergencies can be removed at the owner’s expense. The 
town also has local law # 1-2005 prohibiting no overnight 
night parking on Town of Deerfield roads.  As winter 
progresses over the next few months, snow plowed across 
the road builds up and takes up part of a lane in the road 
so traffic needs to go around it, PLEASE DO NOT PUSH 
SNOW ACROSS THE ROADWAY.  This could cause an 
accident, and the person pushing the snow in the road 
could be held liable if damage happens to a vehicle. With 
winter weather just starting out, keep in mind the type of 
tires you have on your car. All season tires are not the best 
tires in snow and ice; snow tires work the best in the winter 
months.  Please keep trash cans clear of the curb so the 
plow or snow coming off the plows won’t knock them 
over.  

When winter snowbanks start to get higher, our children 
like to play in them and dig tunnels. Please remind them 
how dangerous this can be, as the plow drivers can’t see 
the kids playing and we would not want to see any of our 
children get hurt. 

The highway department hope everyone had a fun filled 
summer and enjoyed the nice summer weather we had 
this year. The Highway Department had a very ambitious 
road construction season in 2025 and completed most of 
our projects in November. The Highway Department is 
planning another busy year in 2026; we will be working on 
fitting the 2026 projects into the highway budget over the 
next few months. We will be splitting the construction 
season again year between maintenance and construction 
projects in 2026. The Highway Departments leaf vacuum 
worked well this season, this a single person operation 
which allowed us to work on other projects at the same 
time, we were able to make several passes around town 

over several weeks to collect the leaves.  We will be around 
at spring clean-up to get any leaves that fell late after 
equipment was stored away for the season. 

The Highway Department’s trash collection site at the 
firehouse and the Highway Garage have worked out for 
everyone and has been well attended. We are going to 
continue to have a Saturday drop off in the spring of 2026 
and a fall collection at the highway garage. Trash can be 
brought to the Town Highway Garage during our normal 
work hours throughout the year; just call (315-826-7014) 
so we can have someone there to help you load items into 
the dumpster. The Highway Department business hours 
are M-F 7:00AM to 3:30 PM. Please do not drop off trash 
items after hours. 

Going back a few years to around 2012, some may 
remember me talking about the consent order from DEC 
on sewer overflows at the Oneida County Wastewater 
plant. In thirteen years, there has been 300 million plus 
dollars of upgrades to the wastewater plant and pump 
station upgrades. The County added a new sewer main 
going to the plant and miles of main repairs. Still in wet 
weather times the County has had a few overflow 
occasions, they know there is ground water getting into 
the system through piping and sanitary sewer manholes. 
The county also has flow meters installed and are aware 
there is water coming from privet homes with sub pumps, 
foundation drains and roof drains getting pumped into 
the system. In a meeting on 12/17/2024 the committee is 
working on a way to get more water out of the sanitary 
sewer system. If a resident knows they are pumping water 
into the sewer system, please contact the Highway 
Department for some suggestions on how to remove the 
water. This problem is in every town going to the Oneida 
County Wastewater system. On November 19, 2025, I was 
at an Oneida County sewer district meeting. The group is 
talking about the next steps to take to remove more water 
from the sanitary sewer system. 

We would like to thank everyone for a great year in 2025 
and look forward to another great year in 2026. Thanks to 
all who remembered the Highway Department during the 
holiday season with the thoughtful cards, Christmas 
cookies, and food sent to us. It is nice to know we are 
appreciated.    

Thank You,  

Hope you had a blessed Christmas and great Holiday 
season.   

The Highway Department 
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HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT DATES TO REMEMBER IN 2026:

November green waste will only happen if the weather permits.

All Green waste throughout the year will be collected from a container at the curb to be dumped in a compactor. Brush shall be 
piled separately for collection by a different crew to be chipped. Limbs shall be no more than 10’ long or small enough to be 

handled by one person. Small green waste loose at the curb after spring clean-up will not be picked up. 

Thank you for your cooperation! 

April       
6 – Start spring clean-up 

(Sweeping and picking up 
material from winter)       

Weather permitting

May
2 – Trash 

(Firehouse Trenton Road 
8am to 2pm) 

4 – Green Waste                  

June
1 – Green Waste  

July
6 – Green Waste  

August 
3 – Green Waste  

September
1 – Green Waste         

October
3 – Trash 

(Highway Garage 
8 am to 2pm) 

5 – Green Waste 

November
2 – Green Waste / Leaf Collection

NOTE FROM THE TOWN CLERK – Karen M. Day

TAX COLLECTOR

Town Clerk Office 

Monday Through Thursday  9 am – 4pm
315 724-0413 x 223

townclerk@townofdeerfield.org

The job of Tax Collector falls under the position of Town 
Clerk, which takes place beginning in January and ending 
March 31st 2026. This makes the first quarter of the year 
outrageously busy in the Clerk’s office. 

Please be patient with me, as I try to accommodate your 
requests. My office is still basically a single staffed office. 

Tax payments in person will be accepted, Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays, and Thursdays from 10:30 am – 2:30pm in 
my office. Closed on Fridays.

Your Tax payments can be made by Postal mail, 6329 
Walker Rd Deerfield NY 13502 , in person or dropped off in 
the Security Tax box secured to the outside of the Municipal 
Building. This box is checked in the morning, afternoon, 
and evening. 

Tax payments can also be made online, through the Town 

Website only (not in person). Please be aware that there is 
a convenience fee added to your payment. NO CASH WILL 
BE ACCEPTED AT ANY TIME for safety reasons. 

•	 I never received my bill, or received it late; do I still 
have to pay the penalty? Yes, the failure to mail a 
statement or the failure of the property owner to 
receive a statement will not affect the validity of the 
taxes or interest prescribed by law (New York State Real 
Property Tax Law 922). In addition, neither the tax 
Collector nor any other official has legal authority to 
waive statutory penalty charges. These are fixed by the 
Real Property Tax Law. If they are waived, the collecting 
officer will be personally responsible. As all records are 
audited by State examiners, there is absolutely no 
discretion in this matter. The Constitution and the law 
of the State mandate this procedure.

Reminder: The Clerk’s office is a single staffed office. 
Feel free to call before arrival to be sure it is open.

•	 Registrar Service
•	 Marriage licenses, Certified Marriage, Death and 

Services provided by the Town Clerk’s office:

Birth Certificates, if the occurrence took place in 
the Town of Deerfield.

•	 NYS Parking Permit for the Disabled – Temporary/
Permanent tags

•	 Dog Licensing
•	 Wilderness Park Pavilion Rental Application
•	 Town & County Tax Collector during the first 

quarter of each year
•	 The Town of Deerfield no longer issues Hunting or 

Fishing Permits – Walmart and Bass Pro are the 
nearest sites to issue them.
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PLANNING BOARD UPDATE
At the September regular meeting of the Planning Board the public hearing for the PathStone Deerfield Apartments 
Site Plan Review application was scheduled for September 24, beginning at 6 pm, at the Municipal Building. The 
public hearing was attended by over fifty residents. The Planning Board also reviewed a pre-application plan for a 
subdivision proposed by Gary DeStefanis Jr., 5652 Walker Rd. Discussion was held about the current moratorium on 
Battery Energy Storage Systems. The Planning Board requested that the Town Board extend the moratorium. 

In October the Planning Board approved the Preliminary Site Plan Application submitted by PathStone Development 
for the Deerfield Apartments. The Planning Board also approved their recommendations to the Town Board for them 
to review in accordance with Article 13 of the Town of Deerfield Zoning Ordinance. 

At the November Planning Board meeting members worked on the draft copy of the Battery Energy Storage Systems 
revised local law. Dates for the regular meetings for 2026 are: 

In December the Planning Board reviewed a proposed subdivision of the Golden property located on State Rt 8 near 
Poland, NY. The preliminary map was accepted and a public hearing will be held at 6 pm on January 7, 2026 at the 
Municipal Building to hear comments regarding this proposed subdivision. Mark Schieldman, representing the 
Iacovino Estate, inquired about subdividing the Estate which is located on Bell Hill Rd. and Smith Hill Rd. The Planning 
Board reviewed several scenarios with him. Review of the Battery Energy Storage Systems update is nearing 
completion. A final draft will be finished in January and sent to the Town Board for their review.

•	 January 7th
•	 February 4th

•	 March 4th

•	 April 8th
•	 May 6th
•	 June 3rd

•	 July 8th
•	 August 5th

•	 September 9th

•	 October 7th
•	 November 4th
•	 December 9th

DEERFIELD SNOW TRAILS   
The season is nearly upon us! Trails should be ready to open Jan 1st at 
sundown. Look for the club’s Facebook page for all updates regarding trail 
openings.  It looks like we are off to pretty good start for another great 
season of riding in Deerfield and the surrounding areas as well with the 
recent snowfalls.

All snowmobiles using any trail system throughout NYS MUST be registered 
and insured to be on the trails this includes our trails. You can get a discount 

on your registration by joining a club. We’d prefer you join ours right here in Deerfield as the money we get goes 
entirely into the trails whether it be signs and bridges or fuel for the groomer.

Once trails are open, we ask you to please STAY ON THE TRAIL. Our entire trail system can only be had with the 
permission of our wonderful landowners who get nothing in return for allowing us to be there. The least we can do 
as riders is to respect their property. This includes staying the trail, going slowly in the areas where houses and 
driveways are close to the trail, and our #1 complaint LOUD PIPES. It is NYS law that a snowmobile exhaust system 
cannot be modified in any way. Please help us to keep the trails we have by respecting what is being asked. Trail 
closures lead to costly reroutes that sometimes cannot be found. If we begin to have issues, we will work with the 
Oneida County Sheriff and NYS DEC for enforcement as our volunteers have plenty to do without making more work.

Our club will be holding its Annual Chicken BBQ on Jan 17th, beginning at noon at the Eagles Club on Cosby Manor 
Rd. Get there early as we sell out fast.

Club meetings are held on the 2nd Tuesday of the month, 7pm, from now until Apr at the Eagles Club. Meetings are 
open to anyone looking to join or are already a member.

Stay safe out there and remember to Enjoy the Ride.
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DEERFIELD YOUTH PROGRAM
Our Youth Program Schedule is for our 

residential youth. Unless otherwise noted.
January 11th 2026 – Ice Skating –  3:00 
pm – 4:30 pm – New Hartford Rec Center. 
(be sure to wear you mittens and long 
socks)

January 25th 2026 – Movies -  12:45pm  - The Marquee 
Theater – Lilo and Stitch  - (2025)

February 7th 2026 – Olympic SnoFest – Wilderness 
Park – Outdoor Fun, Horse Drawn Sleigh Rides, sledding 
(bring your favorite sleds) Games and Goodies – bring a 
dish to share.

February 15th 2026 – Ice Skating – 3:00 Pm – 4:30 pm 
New Hartford Rec Center.

March 1st 2026 – Candy Bar Bingo – Deerfield Firehouse 
– 1pm – Come early to get your bingo cards and settle 
in. Donations of Goodies welcomed. (Open to public)

March 22nd 2026 – Bowling – King Pin Lanes Rome 
1pm – 4pm -  (2.5 hours of Bowling)
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DEERFIELD HISTORIAN – JON FACCI
 Christian Reall, Mark Damuth, and George Weaver 
pioneered the wilderness of Deerfield, New York.  
German settlers, allied with the Oneidas, sought to farm 
the land and seek their own prosperity. Their story was 
made famous in literature and film by author, Walter D. 
Edmonds, and iconic director John Ford, respectively, in 
“Drums Along the Mohawk,” published in 1937. The 
Oneida and the Tuscarora tribes sided with the 
Americans in their war against the British. The other 
Iroquois tribes remained loyal to England. The Oneidas 
warned the early settlers of Deerfield that British and 
Seneca forces were approaching from the west. As they 
retreated to a small fort in Schuyler to the east, the 
Deerfield pioneers hid furniture throughout the forest. 
Their houses and crops were burned, and their future 
was uncertain.

The men of Deerfield would muster with the Tryon 
County Militia under General Nicholas Herkimer at the 
Battle of Oriskany in defense of Fort Stanwix. The battle 
was won. Independence would be secured, and, by 
1784, George J. Weaver, taken prisoner to England, 
returned to Deerfield before moving to Utica. Captain 
Mark Damuth settled on Cosby Manor Road, and 
Christian Reall resettled on a tributary to the Mohawk 
River now named Reall Creek.    In 1792, a bridge over 
the Mohawk River was built. On March 15, 1798, the 
Town of Deerfield was incorporated. Industries such as 
brick-making, glass, and dairy thrived.  By 1817, the Erie 
Canal project would begin in Rome, New York.  Deerfield 
citizens such as David M. Roberts worked on the canal. 
The Erie Canal, completed by 1825, marked the birth of 
civil engineering in the United States. Irish immigrant, 
Patrick Condon came to America and would purchase 
25 acres in Deerfield in 1834. He farmed his land and 
would work on the enlarged Erie Canal in 1837.  Condon’s 
letters to Ireland in his native Irish language are now the 
subject of scholarship as a rare surviving example of the 
old written Irish language and was celebrated at the 
Irish Cultural Center in Utica, New York in early spring of 
2025. By 1847, New York State would provide for the 
incorporation of private companies to construct and 
improve plank roads and turnpikes. Soon, horse-drawn 
trolleys and railroads revolutionized travel through the 
Deerfield terrain.

Original letters from the front from our Civil War hero, 

John Cober, were recently provided by a local woman 
whose family found these letters written in German in 
her grandmother’s sewing basket and had some 
translated to English. John Cober, 21, enlisted on August 
8, 1862, in Deerfield to the 117th Infantry, Company H. 
He was Killed in Action on January 15, 1865, at the 
assault on Fort Fisher in North Carolina. This battle cut 
the supply chain from Europe as Fort Fisher was a vital 
port to protect the cotton trade required for the 
Confederate States to be recognized as an independent 
nation by foreign governments. This victory over the 
Confederates would end slavery in our nation. At 10:00 
pm, January 15, 1865, Colonel Albert Blackman. Brevet 
Brigadier General of the U.S.C.T. 27th Infantry accepted 
surrender of the fort.

On a lighter note, The Sage of Deerfield, New York State 
Governor Horatio Seymour was the Democrat Party 
Nominee for President in 1868 but lost to Ulysses S. 
Grant. As dairy farming would thrive, several cheese 
factories would emerge. Cornelius Schermerhorn would 
travel as a consultant for cheese manufacturing to 
England and Holland. The Deerfield Ravine cut by Reall 
Creek emerged as a base camp for early iterations of 
youth scouting in America. In March 1929, a Deerfield 
farmer on Trenton Road provided a corn field for a soft 
emergency landing for Amelia Earhardt who would 
drop in to visit her sister in Utica and dine at the Fort 
Schuyler Club. In 1951, Dick Clark, New Year’s Eve icon, 
and popular music television pioneer launched his 
television career on Smith Hill Road in Deerfield for 
WKTV of Utica. 

Generations of children raised in Deerfield fondly enjoy 
the summertime Deerfield Park program at the 
Wilderness Park on Walker Road, the Fireman’s Field 
Days, and the Deerfield Sno-Much Fun Winter Festival. 
Lenten Fish-Fry on Fridays in the Spring as well as a 
special early visit from Santa each Christmas Season are 
many of the fun community traditions that we all enjoy 
in Deerfield. The Whitesboro XC Invitational is a High 
School Cross Country meet held annually at the 
Deerfield Wilderness Park. We are proud of our 
hometown! You would be too, if you lived here.
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DEERFIELD VOLUNTEER FIRE COMPANY INC.

The Deerfield Volunteer Company has scheduled the following 
fund-raising events for 2026.  

Lenten Fish Frydays  - February 13, 20, 27, March 6, 13, 20, 27, 
April 3, 10, 4-7 PM 

Chicken Barbecue – June 7 12 till gone

Field Days – June 11, 12, 13

Fall Fish Frys – September 11, 18, 25, October 1, 4-7 4-7 PM 

Ladies Auxiliary Craft Fair - November 14. 9-4  (tentative) 

The Deerfield Volunteer Company has scheduled the following fund-raising events for 2026.

CODE OUTREACH PROGRAM – HOLIDAY EDITION
The Holiday Season is a time for family, friends and fire Safety

The National Fire Protection Association (NFPC) and the Office 
of Fire Prevention and Control (OFPC) have prepared useful fire 
safety tips pertaining to candles, Christmas trees, holiday 
lighting, and other hazards commonly encountered this time of 
year. These following safety tips and fire statistics sheets can be 
obtained on the Town of Deerfield Website: www.townof 
Deerfield.org/government: Click on Department and Codes to 
find the links below.

•	 Winter Holiday Safety Tips (OFPS)
•	 Holiday Candle Safety Tips (OFPC)
•	 Home Christmas Tree Fires Face Sheet (NFPA)
•	 Home Structure Fires that began with Donations (NFPA)

Please consider sharing this information with your family and 
friends. Have a safe holiday season.

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR from the Codes 
Department !!

DEERFIELD SENIOR CENTER
The Deerfield Seniors meet on Thursday’s each week – Doors open at 10:00 AM for coffee hour and cards and games. Bagged 
Lunch at Noon and Bingo from 1:00 PM – 2:30PM

A Representative from the OFFICE OF THE AGING will be available at the Municipal Building from 12:30 – 1PM to answer 
questions you may have.

We coincide with the Whitesboro School Snow Days. If the School is Closed – so are we.

The Town of Deerfield morns the loss of George (Skip) Haskell – Long time 
member of the Deerfield Fire Department and 49 years of service as Town 

Assessor. He served his community honorably with dedication, expertise, and 
friendship to so many of us over the years. Fly High George, we will miss you.

NORTH GAGE CEMETERY ASSOCIATION
The North Gage Cemetery offers a dignified and serene resting place in the Town of 
Deerfield, overlooking the foothills of the Adirondack Mountains. The Cemetery 
Association, incorporated in 1879, had its first burial in February 1810. There are Veterans 
buried at this historic site from the Revolutionary War to the Gulf wars.

The Cemetery Association is a not-for-profit entity which relies on monetary donations 
of the community and lot owners. These donations are used to defray the on-going 
operational cost of the cemetery. Anyone wishing to make a donation, which will be 
welcomed and appreciated, please make check payable to the North Gage Cemetery 
Association, 11597 North Gage Road, Deerfield, NY 13502, Attn. Nick DeRosa, Treasurer. 

The Cemetery Association annual meeting is Sunday April 12,2026, at 7pm, at the North 
Gage Presbyterian Church. We will be hosting a caring for your cemetery and flag 
placing event on Tuesday May 19, 2026, at 5pm. All are welcome! Please follow us on 
Facebook at North Gage Cemetery for information and updates. 
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TOWN OF DEERFIELD PHONE LIST
6329 Walker Road, Deerfield, NY 13502 
Municipal Building Phone: 315-724-0413  Fax: 315-793-3032  •  Highway Department Phone: 315-826-7014

Supervisor 

Town Clerk, Registrar

Highway Superintendent

Tax Collector 

Town Justice 

Councilperson 

Town Justice 

Dog Control Officer

Senior Citizen Director 

Councilperson 

Assessor 

County Legislator 

Town Historian 

Councilperson 

Planning Board (Chairperson) 

Deerfield Fire Chief 

Youth Director  

Councilperson 

Zoning Board of Appeals (Chairperson) 

Gregory Sacco Telephone Extensions at the Deerfield Municipal Building

Important Phone Numbers  

Karen Day 

Sam Arcuri Jr.

Karen Day 

Jim Sullivan 

Philip Sacco

Thomas Larkin Jr. 

Andrea Kaszcki /Angela Brennan 

Lura Raymo 

Daphne Jones 

Matthew Pawlusik

Dave Buck 

Jon Facci  

Dave Kolek

Pati Goldsmith  

James Griffiths

Karen Day

Daniel Fusco

Lura Raymo 

315-272-0820

315 724-0413 x 250

315-724-0413 x 223

Assessor

Building & Codes 

Supervisor 

Town Clerk 

Senior Citizen’s 

Planning Room 
Tax Collector 

Court Room  

Deerfield School:  

Whitesboro Parkway Sch:  

Whitesboro Middle Sch:  

Whitesboro High School:  

State Police: Business @  

Sheriff’s Dept: Business @  

Deerfield Fire Department:  

Whtb.Transportation Dept.:  

Poland High School:  

Poland Elementary:  

Extension 221 

Extension 222 

Extension 250

Extension 223

Extension 228 

Extension 227
Extension 230

315-266-3410

315-266-3175

315-266-3100

315-266-3200

315-736-0122

315-736-8364

(Business) 315-732-2693

315-768-9740

315-826-7900

315-826-7000

# 315-507-3058     Fax # 315-507-3060 

315-724-0413 x 230

315-735-6420 Home

315-826-7014 Work

315-507-3058

315-796-2034

315-507-3058

315-520-1606 

315-724-0658

315-601-4449

315-732-1789

315-601-0445

Townhistorian@townofdeerfield.org

315-396-8077

planningboard@townofdeerfield.org

315-732-2693

315-724-0413 x 231

315-292-4819

315-724-0658

Text: 315-723-4971

January 2026


